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FREEDOM COURT REPORTING
Fzge = Fage 7
; - INDEX A 1do. But before we get started,
e I'd like to set the record straight on a
3 Page couple of items that [ had thought about that
Examination by Mr. Ayers........c.oo.ceenB vou asked me after we left.
4 Reporer’s Certificate...... oo K] Q. OkKay.
5 .
A.  Back when we were talking about the
: VAR sexual harassment and hostile work
8 DEFENDANT'S EXHIBITS environment, back at the beginning when Tricia
5; and Ed, I thought of a couple of important

things that [ feel like is important to me,
and I'd like to have them on the record. One
of them being that the "romor” as they had it
wihen —

MS. ROBERTSON: She did air quotes.
I don't know if you saw her. For the record,
she did air quotes.

THE WITNESS: Some of the things I'm
telling you are quoted from other people, you
know, in the office.

When Sandy Fowler caught Ed Fowler

45 21 and Tricia Fowler coming out of a motel in

22 22 Lenlock called the Royal Inn, and she made

23 23 picomes for the divorce setilement, these
Page & Page B

i L, Cindy C. Goldman, a Court 1 were some things being talked about in the

2 Reporter and Notary Public for the State of 2 office. And, also, she came up to the Star

3 Alshama, acting as Commissioner, certifiy that 3 and she sat out there in her car, and she

4 there came before me at 1302 Noble Street 4 called in and asked for Ed Fowler through the

5 Anniston, Alabama, on April 10, 2007, 5 switchboard, and he wasn't in his office, and

& beginning at 10:30 a.m., Sharon Rutherford, 6 she said, "Send me to Tricia Flint's office.”

7 witness in the above cause, for oral 7 And there he was sitting in there. Everybody

8§ cxamination, whercupon the following 8 in the office was s0 nexvous and so upsct. We

S proceedings were had: 2 had done heard about the other.

10 10 These are the kinds of things where

11 SHARON RUTHERFORD 11 weTe frichtened. You never know what a

12  having been first duly (affirmed) swom, 12 jealous spousc is going to do. I just wanted

13 testified as follows: 13 to point out how — this is some instances

14 14 where people could fear for their lives under

15 COURT REPORTER: Usual Stipulations? | 15 wuorking in a sexual harassment and hostile

16 16 working environment.

17 EXAMINATION BY MR, AYERS: 17 Q. Okay. Let me just ask you a couple

18 Q. Okay. Ms. Rutherford, we're going 19 questions about that.

1% to continue from last week with your 1% As far as any photographs of

20 testimomy. 20 Mr. Fowler and Ms. Flint at a hotel, did you

21 What was the problem with the 21 ever see any photographs?

22 discount children's wear account, do yvou 22 A There was rumor has it that Sandy

23 remember that issue? 23 Fowler had told that she made photos of them
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Page 9
coming out for the divoree scttlement.

). You told me that. I'm just asking
vou did you ever see the photographs?

A No, I didn't actually sc= them. Bui
these were some things that were talked shout
in the office at the time.

Q). Okay. And as far as whoever was
making these statements, were the statemenis
coming from persons other than Ed Fowler and
Patricia Flint?

A, This was the office talk

Q. Okay. Well, do you remember
specifically who told you about the hotel
photographs?

A Notexactly.

Q. Alright.

A Sevexal people in the office just
talking about it

Q. And as far as the occasion when

i

o0 =) on N sl B

Page 11

the grand opening celebration that vou told me
about, was the only occasion as far as what

you witnessed where Sandy Fowler came (o the
Star locking for Ed Fowler the time that you
described when she came and couldn't reach him
in his office and then located him in Patricia
Flint's office?

A, Right.

Q. Okay. And did you talk to Sandy
Fowler on that occasion?

A No, I didn't talk to Sandy Fowler.
people that answers the switchboard.

Q. Well, did you hear abont that
happening from somebody else, or did vou
actually witness that happening?

A Yes. Ibeard about it through the
everybody in the advertising department what's

20 Sandy Fowler came up to the Star, did that 20 goingon [ did see him jump and running
21 happen on just that one occasion that you 21 through the office, but [ didn't kmow why.
22 recall? 22 Q. You saw Ed Fowler jump and run —
23 A Well, I think I told you about 23 A From her office going up to the

Page 10 Page 12
1 another occasion when she came up to the Star. 1 front, yeah, but we didn't know why he was
2  When [ read back over the depo, [ don't think 2 doing it
3 I'made myself clear. 3 Q. And how did that affect you as far
B But when we moved into the new 4 as in your job duties that day?
5 faality, we had a big anniversary grand 5 A Again we're working in a
& opening celebration that was open to the & scxumally — sexual harassment and hostile work
7 public. Thousands of people toured the 7 environment We don't know what's going 1o
8 Anniston Star. She came up there o prepare 8 happen from day to day with things like this
S the Annision Star for all these people. She S going on
10 came and helped get all the departments ready 10 (). I'm just asking you how did it
11 and looking sharp and, you know, things like 11 affect you that day?
12 this, and all this was still going on at that 12 A. ['wasa little upset about it. It's
13 time as well. Everybody's afraid that 13 hard to keep your mind focussed on job
14 somebody’s going to let something slip. 14 activities,
15 Q. Okay. When you say "everybody's 15 Q. And why were you upset about it?
16 afraid,” I guess you're including yourself in 16 A, Why am [ upset about it?
17 that? 17 Q. Why were you upset about Sandy
18 A I'm including myself in that, yes. 18 Fowler coming to the Star, having the
19 Q. You were afraid that you would let 1% swiichboard page Ed Fowler at Patricia Flint's
20 something slip to Sandy Fowler: is that right? | 20 office and then —
21 A 1 goess you could say. 1 wouldn't 21 A.  Because she could come — like -
22 want to do anything to escalate the sinmtion. 22 again, like | said, she could come in there
23 Q. Okay. And then as far asother than |23 and it be a big fight. She could come in
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Page 13 Fage 15
1 there and blow everybody away. It happens 1 Q. Okay. And then you said that Sandy
2 It happened last week on the CNN thing. | 2 Fowler came to the Star when the new building §
3 mean, it happens everyday. Who knows what's 3 opened as part of a celebration, did you talk
4 going to happen. 4 to Sandy Fowler on that occasion?

5 I did think of some more comments 5 A. Maybe just speaking cordially, you

& Td like to add on the record. & Iknow, speaking, how are you today, that type
7 (). I'm going to let you talk about T  thing

g those B Q). And in terms of speaking to ber, did
9 A Okay. 2 anmything come up as far as any conduct that

10 Q. So, vou said that that upset vou 10 you knew or suspected involving her husband.
11 when you saw Ed, you said jumped upand ran | 11 Ed Fowler?

12 out, [ think, or some words to that effect? 12 A Not that I know of.

13 A Uh-huh, hastily. 13 Q. OKay. Then you said there were some
14 Q. And then at the time that you saw 14 pther comments that you wanted to tell me
15 him leave hastily, had you already heard the 15 about, what are those?

16 rumor that Sandy Fowler had — 16 A.  Well, as vou know, the Anniston Star
i7 A No, IThadn't heard ii. 17 owns several sister papers, one of them being
18 Q). So, you heard that ramer later? 18 the Talladega Daily Home. And on the front
15 A Laker 13 cover of the paper, it says, headlines was
0 (). How much later? 20 "Woman reunited with cat® And there was a
21 A. Probably the same day, [ mean, you 21 group of people just looking, and the person
22 lmow. 22 made the statement that that's not a very good
23 Q. So,how that did affect you, I mean, 23 article to be on the front cover of a

Page 14 Paga 16
1 specifically how did that affect you in the 1 newspaper, that a woman's reunited with cat.

2  way that you were performing vour job that 2 That's more like human interest siories, not,
3 day? 3 you know, real important news. And another
2 A Wow, what a close call. 4 person said, "Well, you'll have to take that
5 Q. Okay. 5 up with Ed Fowler. The Daily Home is his
& A What a close call of something & baby, he's over the Daily Home, and pussy is
7 seriously injuring somebody in the advertising 7 his top priority."

E department. 8 ). And who made that statement?

9 ). Who in the advertising department 9 A, Janet Miller. :
10 did you feel like, you know, could have became | 10 Q. And who all was present when that §
11 seriously injured? 11 statement was made?

12 A Iwouldn't know, Jim. She could — 12 A Itwasagroup. The way the
13 she could nst — shoot him, Tricia, anybody 13 advertising — we're in little clusters. Tt
14 else that's around. You never know what 4 was a group of folks around.

15 somebody's going to do when they found their 15 Q. And was that a joke, did anvbody

16 hushand or spouse cheating on them. 16 lamgh?

17 Q. Were you able to complete your 17 A Ididoft laugh at it.

12 regular job duties that day? 18 Q. Did anybody else laugh?

12 A, [tred to get back and get focussed 19 A. [ didn't think it was very funny. 1

20 back on -- my mind back focussed. 20 don't know if anybody laughed about it. But

21 Q. Do youremember the date of that 21 it was serious to me that, you know, we're -

22 that things are that bad in the advertising
23 department, that it has dropped to that level
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A. Uhhuoh

Fages 17 Fage 1%
1 That's a disgrace. 1 Q. Am I correct in understanding that?
2 Q. What effect did that have on you 2 A Right,
3  hearing the statement that Janet Miller made? | 3 Q. Okay. And then Brenda Peoples told
4 A. That's embarrassing that people have 4 you that she saw —
5 to think that the way our company has turned, 5 A Tricia wanted to show her her new
& the way the tables has tumed there. It's & sexy underwear she had purchased.
7 just an cmbarrassing situation to be in. 7 Q. Okay.
] Q. So, vou were embarrassed by her ) A Also Brenda Peoples said that, "It
2  statement, is that what you're talking about? 3 must benice to have a job where vou get paid
10 A 1 guess that would be a pood word. 10 to screw.”
11 Q. And how did that affect you as far 11 Q. And that was Brenda People's opinion
12 as your ability to perform your job duties 12 that she was expressing to you? 3
13 that day? 13 A Yesh
14 A, Well, it kicks you off for a few 14 Q). Okay. Was that a joke, or did
15 minutes. You have to get tuned back into what | 15 Brenda People's relate to you —
16 you're doing. 16 A Idon't know.
17 Q. Were vou able to get back to vour 17 Q. - that she really thought it would
13 regular job duties that day? 12 be mice to be paid —
19 A 1did the best | could 19 A [ don't know.
20 Q. Now,as far as the statement that 20 Q. - to perform a sexual act?
21 Janet Miller made about the cat article, did 21 A. T wasn't interested in having a job
ZZ  vou ever report that to anybody there — 22 like that, but that was just a statement that
23 A No. 23 was made,

Page 18 Page 20 §
1 Q. — atthe Star? 1 Q. And why was Brenda Peoples relaying
2 A No. Another incident is — when 2  this information to vou?
3 this was going on, Tricia Fowler bought new 3 A Just chitchat. Just general — she
4 sexy lingerie and went to the bathroom and 4 said it in front of a group of people in
5 would show off her new sexy lingeriethat she | 5 adverising. She was the secretary, and a lot
& had purchased. & of people hung around her desk when we first
7 Q. Do you remember the date of that 7  gotin to see how everybody was doing, yada,
8 event? 8 vada, yada All the traffic comes through
2 A, No. No. 9 there.
10 Q. And what did you personally witness | 10 Q. Now, you've told me about two
11 along the lines of that? 11 statements that Brenda Peoples made. One
12 A Again this was, quote, a coworker 12 concerned Tricia Flint buying lingerie, the
13 that she showed it to. She showed her new 13 other was the statement that it must be nice
14 wunderwear to Brenda Peoples. 14 to have a job to be paid to screw or something
15 Q. Okay. Se, you didn't see the 1% alomg those lines. Were both statements made
15 underwear: is that right? 16 in a similar context, in other words, to a
17 A. Right She was just talking about, L7 group of people, or were these — or are you
12 "This is so unlike Tricia to be out buyingnew | 1% saying that one of those statements was made
1% underwear all of a sudden, you know, L9 specifically to you?
20 something's going on and she's out buying new | 20 A, Tdon't think they were specifically
21 underwear and showing it off." 21 tome. |don't know who might have been
22 Q. Brenda Peoples saw the lingerie? 22 around — other people could have been around.
23

Linda Roberts said that Tricia Fowler had
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age 21

moved up in the company, said, "She screwed

Page 23
director?
A | think she said a statement kind of

2 herwayto the top.” And then she said, "Let 2

3 mcrephrase that She's got one left, "Brandi 3 along that kind after she was there, but she

4 Ayers.” 4 might have one left with Brandi Ayers, she

5 Q. Okay. Let me ask you about that in 5 revised it a little. [ think it was after the

©  a minute. On this other, the two statements & promotion.

7 that you told me about by Brenda Peoples, how | 7 Q. Okay. Did you apply or ever make
8 did those statements affect you as far as your £ any statement {0 your superiors at the Star or
2 ability to perform your job duties? % give any indication that you were interested
10 A Well, Jim, any time comments are 10 in the marketing director position?

11 made like that, you're sidetracked, and you've 11 A No, | wasn't interested in the

12 got w0 get back refocused on what you were 12 marketing director position

13 thinking about This is not productive for 13 Q. And were you aware that during Ken
14 the advertising departmeni. Our comzmon goal 14 Warren's absence due to his medical conditions
15 is w sell advertising and make money for the 15 that Patricia Flint was already performing
16 company. We have a scap opera going on 16 many of the duties of the marketing director
17 everyday in our workplace, it's very difficult 17 position prior to her promotion?

18 to do those things. We were living in the 18 A.  Well, I'm sure she probably filled

1% soap opera from day to day, it was another 12 in for him in his absence.

20 episode, "As the Star Tums," and it was live 20 I'd like to add one more comment on

21 withsex 21 this thing, please. Janet Miller celebrated

22 Q. Okay. Now, you said that Linda 22 her 50th birthday at the Anniston Star. And

3
Lt

Roberts made the statement that Tricia screwed | 23 it was just a little gathering [ think Lod

Fage 22 Bags 24
1  her way to the top. What promotion did 1 Marpin made ber a liiile cake. It wasnt
2 Patricia Flint receive? 2  umusual for her to fix a cake and, you know, 2
3 A That's when she had made -- well, [ 3 limle celebration when somebody had a
4  think she may have talked -- but when she said 4 birthday. We'd put money in a fund, and we
5 all but Brandi Ayers was when it was announced 5 gave her money to actually cook the cake. And
&  in the paper -- announced in the paper her 6 DBrandi Ayers came by to congratulate Janet on
7 promotion to Ken's position as the marketing 7 her birthday, and he wanted to give her a
8 director where she actually finally got Ken's 8 liude spanking. He wanted to give her a
% job she had been working 50 hard 1o get. She 2 linle hirthday spanking And Janet didn't
10 fimslly pot it 10 appeeciate it
11 Q. And Ken Warren had left the Star at 11 As a matter of fact, she backed off
12 that point because of health reasons; right? 12 and r=m to Jerry for Jerry Thoraton, my
13 A Yeah They didn't tell any of us. 13 cousin, 0 help her. She said, "Whoo.” and
14 They didn't preparc to tell us it was going 14 she ran off, and he tried to spank her for her
15 be announced in the paper. We just read it m 15 birthday.
16 the paper on Sunday. 16 Q. Okay. Let me ask you about the
17 Q. Do you remember when that was 17 marketing director promotion.
18 when— 18 Is there anything that you're aware
19 A January the 15th, 2003, 15 of, any statements that you've ever heard or
20 Q. And as far as the statement that 20 anything that you've seen or encountered there
21 Linda Roberts made, was that about during the | 21 at the Star that indicated to you that
22 same time frame that Pairicia Flint was 22 Patricia Flint being placed in the marketing

F S
promoted to the position of marketing 23 director position was a product of her aflair
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Page 25 Page 27
1 with Ed Fowler? 1 the lenter stated — does he have a copy of
2 A think the coworkers thought thai's 2 ithe letier?
3 how she moved up in the company, moved upin | 3 MS. MCGOWAN: We've produced it
4 the ranks, yes, 4 THE WITNESS: Can I pull out the
5 ). I'm just asking you did you hear or 5 copy of the letter?
& see or read anything that would suggest to you | & MS. ROBERTSON: No. Just — you
7 that that was the case? 7 answer the questions.
B A. Did | hear, read, or suggest — B THE WITNESS: Okay. All right.
g MS. ROBERTSON: Hear, read. or see. 9 There was a letter, it was March the
10 THE WITNESS: See. I'm sure that 10 22nd, 2004, when we just had it up to here
11 that helped her move up in the company. It 11 (indicating) with all that was going on in the
12 smc didn't hure 12 advertising department.
13 Q. (By Mr. Ayers) Why do yousaythat? |13 And there was a lemer. It was
14 A Why do [ say that? 4 wriiten to Mr. Sanguineii. And we met ke
15 Q. Yes, ma'am. 15 we're all meeting here today at a table, and
16 A Well,it's evident. She got 16 we went over all of the things that was
17 preferential treatment. 17 happening in the advertising department with
18 Q. We talked about that. 18 Mr. Sanguinetti and handed it to him in
12 A She got treatment that nobody else 19 writing and begged for help.
20 -was able to get. 20 We stood united. Every salesperson
21 Q. We talked about that last time at 21 that worked for the Anniston Star sat down and
22 your last deposition — well, the first 22 talked o Mr. Sanguinetti about these
23 segment of your deposition as far as the 23 problems. Have you read the memo from the
Fzge 26 Fzgs ZB
1 preferential treatment. Given that you knew 1 salespeople?
2 that Patricia Flint was already filling in for 2 MS. ROBERTSON: You're not supposed
3 Ken Warren becanse of his health problems, and | 3 to ask him questions. You answer his
4  you knew that Ken Warren left the Star becanse | 4 questions,
5 of health problems, didn't it seem like a 5 Q. (By Mr. Ayers) Okay. You're talking
& natural move for Patricia Flint to move up & about a letter from March of "04, what's that
7 into the marketing director position? 7 have to do with the promotion for Patricia
8 A No. 8 Flint in January of "05?
9 MS. MCGOWAN: Object to the form 9 A Why would you promote somebody that
10 Q. (ByMr. Ayers) I'm just asking. 10 wasn'i doing a good job as a sales manager io
11 Didn't that scem like 2 natural move to you? 11 amarketing director?
12 MS. MCGOWAN- Object to the form. 12 Q. Well, tell me about that. What
13 THE WITNESS: Well, I had some 13 statements did Mr. Sanguinetti say to you that
14 cooversations with Mr. Sanguinert along the 14 indicated to you that he felt that she was not
L5 way, and he didn't think that Patricia was 15 doing a very good job in her position?
16 doing a very good job as the manager. So, 16 A. He told me she had made some
17 yeah, [ was a little surprised. 17 mistakes as a manager. He told me he did not
18 In between where you're headed 18 go along with what was going on.
19 there, there was a letter from the 15 Q. Asfar as the affair?
20 sslespeople. In a meeting, we stood united 20 A, Yes. He said almost every time when
21 waith Mr. Sanguinetti, and we told him the 21 stmiflike this goes on, whether they're
22 facrs that were going on in the advertising 22 mamed or what, it docs not work out. It was
23 degpmtment. It wasn't just me anymore. And 23 not for the good of the Anniston Star for that
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Fage 29 Fage 31
1 tohappen 1 snymore. We had disenmtled some employees.
2 We talked a little bit in that 2 He said, "I don't think anybody’s happy
3 conversation that day. He was trying tomake | 3 anymore.”
4 asetlement with me. Me and you were —had | 4 Q. Let me just ask you the questions,
5 had the EEOC, and we were talking backand | 5 and you answer the question that I've asked,
& forth and trying to get some things ironed & and we'll get through this quicker.
7 oubt 7 The incident with Mr. Ayers, yon
B And I kept wanting the g said Janet Miller's birthday, he wanted to
5 nomreialiation agreement, and he wanted 1o 2 give her a birthday spanking. Did Brandi
10 know why, and I had a little - he had a 10 Agyers ever attempt to give you a spanking or
11 lLitle notepad. He wanted me to sit beside 11 touch you in any way?
12 him not across from him He wanted me 10 12 A | was afraid he was. Afier he z=ve
13 come up to his table and sit right beside him. | 13  her a spanking, 1 was running for my life.
14 We were good friends. And he said, Sharon — | 14 Q. Well, did he ever say that he wanted
15 he wanted to know wiy, and [ took a Iiiile 15 to give you a birthday spanking?
16 piece of paper, and I wrote it in all caps. 18 A He didn't say he wanted to give me a
17 (). What else did Mr. Sanguinettisay | 17 birthday spanking.
18 that indicated to you that he felt that 18 Q. Did he ever touch you in any way
12 Patricia Flint was not doing a good job? 19 that you felt was inappropriate?
20 A Well, I was trying to tell you Let 20 A He didn't never touch me.
21 me finish telling vou what I'm telling you, 21 Q). Did he ever make any comments or
22 and then you can ask me. Trust t-r-u-s-iwas |22 statements to you of a sexual nature that you
23 theword Trust Isaid, "[ don't trost 22 thought were inappropriate?

Page 30 Page 32
1 them™ AndIsaid, "Do you?" And he said, 1 A Maybe that I was pretty, sharp
2 "No, I doa't trust them either.” We were 2 dresser, along that line maybe. But he didn't
3 talking about Ed Fowler and Tricia Fowier. He 3 touch me,
4 said, "No, | don't trust them either.” 4 Q. Did you feel like that was an
5 ). Okay. So, I mean, thus far, from 5 inappropriate comment for him to make?
& what you've told me, you haven't told me 6 A, Itryto not take anything that way.
7 anything that he said that he felt that she 7 Itry to have my glass half full, not half
8 was doing a poor job other than that yousaid | 8 cmpty. | want to be positive on things.
% that he felt she had made some mistakes asa 9 Q. Did vou ever make any statement to
10 manager? 10 Brandi Avers that you did not want him to
11 A He wasn't happy with the way things 11 commeat on your dress or tell you that you
12 were going in the advertising department 12 were pretty or make statements along those
13 Tricia and Ed is what caused all the conflict 13 lines?
14 in the advertising depariment, the reason 14 A No.
15 we— we were a perfect team. Everybodyloved |15 Q. On how many different occasions do
16 evervbody. We did a great job. We made money | L6 you believe that those types of statements
17 forthe Star. We made money for us. 17 were made to you by Brandi Ayers?
18 Everybody was happy until that started. 18 A, Atleast a couple occasions.
19 It was the falling when the Tricia 19 Q. And did you ever make any kind of
20 and Ed thing got together. The advertising 20 complaint t6 anybody else in management?
21 department was divided. It caused the 21 A No,thisis the owner of the
22 advertising department to divide, to fall 22 company. Our human resources manaper is Ed

apart. Nobody was happy with their jobs Fowlar's secretary slash resource manager.
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Fags 33 Fzge 35
1 Really, how could you go report anything io a 1 and, of course, | mean — when [ say " Anniston
2 mmnsn resource manager when she's actneily his | 2 Star,” | mean, Consolidated Publishine. Do
3 secrefary. Asa maiter of fact, he hasa big 3 you claim that any other officers of the
4 old office like this in the back part — the 4 Anniston Star had interoffice affairs with
5 front of it, she's the secretary of it. He 5 employees at the Star?
& was the one causing the problem. & A, Yes, all the time. In 1987, Hershel
1 Q. I thought you took your complaints 7 WVictory had an affair with a salesperson, June
8 to Phil Sanguinetti, the president of the 8 Fulmer. And while I was on maternity leave,
S  Star; is that not right? %  he gave my entire account list to her. I came
10 A Well, [ got — I did talk to him on 10 back with a big zero accounts. [ started from
11 several occasions when he come and talked 1o 11 scraich
12 me But when I got reprimanded on that 12 Q. So, Hershel Victory had an affair
13 October 1st, I was told to follow the chain of 12 with who?
14 command 14 A With June Fulmer.
15 So, if you will go back and notice, 15 Q. Backin 19877
16 onall of my letters from that day forward, [ 16 A. My son was bom in 1987.
17 sent them to Ken Warren. 1 was told to follow 17 ). Okay. But this affair was in 1987;
18 the chain of command. 1€ is that right?
12 Q. You did have an opportunity, though, | 12 A Yeah.
20 to speak with Phil Sanguninetti on more than | 20 ). Okay. I had just asked you about
21 one occasion about your issues; right? 21 officers. I believe he was in a manager's
22 A When he invited me to come up or 22 position; is that right?
23 - he came through the advertising 23 A He was my direct supervisor.
Page 34 Page 36
1 department, and I let him know that things i Q. He was not an officer of the
2 weren't better. I told him orally and in 2 company?
3 writing many, many, many, many times. It 3 A. He was my direct supervisor.
4 wasnt like he did not know. 4 MS, MCGOWAN: He's just wanting fo
5 Q. On this issue with Janet Miller, the 5 know about officers or owners of the company.
6  birthday spanking, how did that affect vouas | © Q. (By Mr. Ayers) I'm just asking vou
7 far as your ability to perform your day to day | 7 about officers right now.
8 duties of your job? 8 MS. MCGOWAN: Answer those questions
g A Well, again, here we go again. All 9 fust
10 these things take time away from the work when | 10 Q. (By Mr. Ayers) Do you know any
11 something like that happens, people tzlk abowt 11 officers other than Ed Fowler that have had an
12 it youlmow, yada, yada, yada, and you've 12 interoffice affair at the Star?
13 lost 30 minutes, an hour, 3 hours of 13 A.  Oh, yesh, Brandi Ayers on mancous
14 productive work time when an incident like 14 occasions. He loved to spank the little young
15 that takes place. 15 guls That was his thing
16 Q. Were you able to resume your job 16 (). I'm not asking about spanking. I'm
17 duties — 17 talking about an interoffice affair. I'm
18 A, Tdid. 18 talking about a romantic relationship or
19 Q. - after the birthday celebration? 1% sexual relationship between Brandi Ayers and
20 A Yes [ did 20 an employee of the Anniston Star, are there
21 Q. Okay. Other than Ed Fowler having |21 any instances such as that that you recall
22 the affair with Patricia Flint, do you daim 22 during your employment there?
23 that any other officers of the Anniston Star, A, There were numors, yes.
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Page 37

(). Anything that you particularly have
firsthand kmowledge of?
A. I think we got them on our witness
List.
MS. MOGOWAN: Just tell him the
names. That's what he's asking youw
THE WITNESS: Well, give me a second
here. It's been a long time. You got my
witness list?
MS. MCGOWAN: Yeah. Let me getit
Just sit down and think and tell him what you
know while T look for the names.
Q). (By Mr. Ayers) Are there any that
vou remember?
A, Yeah. [justgotto look back over
the names. She's had my stuff for a very long

[ U & I =

m = @ Lh

Page 39§

(). Imean, when did you first learn
about Jo MeDonald's sister?

A Several years ago. But, again,
while this was going on, she was up there
talking to me and was reffeshing my memory
ahout that. She brought the subject up, and I
had kind of went back in a storage, and she
kind of jogged my memory on that, and [
remembercd that.

(). When did this conversaton with Jo
MecDuonald take place where she jogged your
memory?

A, Ttwas around Christmastime.,

). What year, do you remember?

A, Ithiok it was probably 2005, Tt
could have been 2004, but T think it was 2005.

'_been umors of Brandi

R e i e

e, 17 (). Now, are you saying that you
MS. MCGOWAN: Just tell him what you | 18 understood through rumor that Brandi Ayers had
know while I'm getting the names. If you 1% some sort of sexual fetish that involved —
don't remember the names, just tell him what 20 A,  Spanking.
21 vouremember. Sharon, tell him what you 21 ). — spanking females? :
22 remember, 22 A, That's correct. ;
23 THE WITNESS: Well, what [ remember |23 Q. Okay. ;
Page 38 Fags 40
1 is Jo Wilson or Jo McDonald, she changed her | 1 A, Well, I'll be honest with you, the '
2 mame, but she worked in the advertising 2  guy thathad Ed Fowler's job — or Ed Fowler's
3 department. It was her sister that worked in 3 position told me so. He told me, 1 think it's :
4 the circulation department. And Jo told me 4  Mandy Murphy or somebody, that she worked in §
5 firsthand about him buying her expensive 5 the news room, and Brandi Ayers spanked her,  §
& gifts, and he liked to spank her. She'd buy 6 and then he tried to commit her to the insane
7 black, nice, lacy lingerie, and Brandi Ayers 7 asylum, said that her family lived away and
3  would spank her. And he would buy her trips. | 8 that she was kind a little nervous on the edge
% Her father lived way off somewhere, and he 2 and stuff like that and that he took advantage
10 would buy her expensive vacation trips to go | 10 of herand that he was going to commit her to
11 and visit her dad and sexy lingerie and gifis 11 the insane asylum.
12 and all he showered her with. 12 (). Who told you that tale?
13 Q). Did you ever see any of these gifts? |13 A. John Chiles. He owns Oxford
14 A. T heard from — it was always a 14 Independent. He used to have the position at
15 tumor at the Star that these things happened, |15 the paper that Ed Fowler possesses now.
1€ but Jo, her sister, told me firsthand while 16 Q. And how long ago was that?
17 all this other stuff was going on, it jogged 17 A. A fine man. It was summer of 2004,
18 her memory, and she told me that he did that | 1% maybe June. Ihave it in my notes somewhere.
19 for her sister. 1% My memory --
20 Q. When did you learn about that? 20 Q. So, John Chiles told you that at
21 A, Well, T had always kmown. At the 21 some point in time — do you know what point |
Star, since T've been there, there's always 22 in time that was that Brandi Ayers supposedly §

spanked this Mandy Murphy?
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& the nows room was Wendy Sicgel and Mandy

e 41
1 A.  Well, Pat Taylor came after John 1  see, Judy Owens, Mandy Murphy, Wendy Siegel, |
2 (Chiles. So, it would have been probably in Z Phyllis Whaley, did you ever witness Brandi ;
3 the latc "80s, early "90s. 3 Ayers spank or touch or do anything
4 ME. AYERS: Did you find the 4  inappropriate with any of those four —
S disclosure statement? 5 A. Mo, he called them in the office and
& MS. MCGOWAN: I'm showing her our & shut the door.
T amended disclosure statement. I'm showing her 7 MS. ROBERTSON: Wait. When he
8 s0she can look at it 2 finishes, you start.
9 MR, AYERS: Okay., What's the date = ME. AYERS: Okay.
10 on that pleading? Oh, okay. I've got it 10 MS. ROBERTSON: And when you
11 right here. 11 stant --
1z THE WITNESS: Judy Chwens was Jo 1z THE WITNESS: Okay, I'm somy.
13 Wilson's sister. Tt was Tudy Owens. 13 MS. ROBERTSON: And uniil you
14 . (By Mr. Aycrs) Okay. 14 finish, he won't start.
15 A. And then the other two ladies from 15 THE WITNESS: Okay.
16 (). (By Mr. Ayers) Did you ever witness

8 ). All right. So, that gives us three; 18 between Brandi Ayers and those four females;
2 Judy Owens, Mandy Murphy, and Wendy Siegel; is | 12 Owens, Murphy, Siegel, and Wh aley?

17 anything that you felt was inappropriate

Fage 43 |

1
20 that right? 20 A, No. My desk was nowhere near whers
21 A That's correct. 21 Brandi Ayers' office was.
22 Q. Allright. 22 Q. Okay. How would you know that he
23 A, There was a ramor -- 23 would take them in the office and close the
Page 42 Page 44 g
1 Q. You've got a Phyllis Whaley on your | 1 door?
2 list in that same section. 2 A, Because that's the ramor. That's
3 A There was rumor that she said it. [ 3 the, quote, rumor.
4 never asked her about it, but there was always 4 ). Isthat something you heard from
5 rumor that she spanked her. 5 somebody; is that right?
& (). That's Phyllis Whaley? 8 A It's the rumor that went through the
T A, Whaley, uh-huh. 7 Star, and I know that the young lzdy that he
;] Q. All right. Now, tell me about Mandy | & tried to commit to Bryce was confirmed by John
2 Murphy, did you ever talk to her about these | ¢ Chiles, and he called her brother to come take
10 spanking incidents? 10 care of her. He said, "No, we're not going to
11 A No. [ wasa young rookie working 11 do this"
12 for the Anniston Star, and she worked in the 12 ). Al right. Do you have any
13 news room 13 firsthand knowledge of any facts or
14 (). As far as any of these spanking 14 circumstances surrounding Mandy Murphy's
15 incidents that you're telling me about 15 employment, her relationship with Brandi
16 involving -- 18 Ayers, or whether or not she was ever a
17 A, There was always ramor through the 17 candidate for any kind of commitment other
18 Star that these things happened, and JTohn 18 than what you were told by John Chiles?
19 Chiles confirmed them to me. 13 A, No
20 Q. [I'm just asking you — let me askmy | 20 Q). So, your sole source of information
21 question, okay? 21 about Mandy Murphy would be John Chiles; is
A, Okay. 22 that right?
Q. WIﬂ! respect to ﬂ.‘u: females, let‘ 23 ﬂ. Y&c We'w got him on our mtu:ss
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Page 45 Page 47
1 list 1 rumor?
2 Q. Okay. 2 A.  Probably late "80s, early "90s. :
3 MS. MCGOWAN: Just answer the 3 Q. Now, I think you've already answered |
4 questions, Sharon. 4 that, but just so I'm clear and understand ;
5 Q. (By Mr. Ayers) And Wendy Siegel, 5  your testimony, did Brandi Ayers ever invite
& what's the rumor or what have you that you've | & vyou to his office for a spanking or ever say
7 heard about Wendy Siegel with Brandi Ayers? | 7 anything to you about having an interest in
g A, These were both the two that was in 8 spanking you or anything along those lines?
9  the news room, and I can't remember which one 9 A.  Idon't recall ever being with him
10 of them was which about guing to the - 10 alone in his office.
11 wanting commit to the mental institrfion. I'd 11 Q. Well, that wasn't my question. My
12 haveto-—- 12 question is --
13 (). So, as far as whether it was Wendy 13 A, Tdon'trecall it, no. 1do not
14 Siegel or Mandy Murphy who was going tobe | 14 recall anything like that.
15 committed — 15 Q. You think you would recall if Brandi
ig A, He would spank both of those, but 1& Ayers—
17 one of them he wanted to commit. I'm thinking 17 A [ think T would.
18 it's Wendy Siegel, but [ would have to — 18 (). — wanted to give you a spanking?
19 (). So, you think now that Wendy Siegel 19 A, Tthink I would
20 was the ome — 20 Q. All right. 8o, it sounds like it
21 A 1 think Wendy Siegel was the onc he 21 never happened then; is that fair?
22 wanted to commit. 22 A [ don't recall anything — him ever
23 (). And you learn that through John 23 doing anything like that to me, no.
Pags 46 Page 48§
1 Chiles; is that correct? 1 Q). And I believe you already told me
2 A. That's correct. 2 that — well, let me just ask you again. Did
3 ). Did you learned that in the summer 3 Brady Ayers ever say or do anything to you of
4 of 20047 4  asexual nature that you thought was
5 A, Uh-huh 5  inappropriate or that was unwanted on your
& Q. Is that right? & part?
7 A, That's comrect. T A, Tust complimented on looks.
8 (). Okay. What about Phyilis Whaley, 8 (). Now, as far as, you know, the women
2 what's your understanding of what took place S that you've mentioned who were rumored to have
10 in her circumstance? 10 some involvement with Brandi Ayers, that being
11 A Called her in the office and laid 11 Judy Owens, Mandy Murphy, Wendy Siegel, and
12 her across his lap and spanked her. She wasa 12 Phyllis Whaley, was the rumor that he had some
13 linle young naive -- 13 sort of sexual relationship with these females
14 Q. And what's your source of 14 or just that he would spank these females as
15 information that that took place? 15 part of some type of spanking fetsh?
18 A TJust the rumor of the Star. 16 MS. ROBERTSON: Object.
17 Q. Do vou know — L& MS, MOCGOWAN: We're just objecting
18 A, From all the old employees. She 18 tothe form. Do you understand that?
19 told them She had told it at the Star. 19 (). (Bv Mr. Ayers) Are you saying that
20 Q. Do you remember where you heard that | 20 he had some kind of affair, sexual
21 rumor from? 1 relationship, romantic affair, or something
2z A,  No, not the specific person 22 another with these four females?
23 Q. Do you remember when you heard that | 23 A, Ithink the fetish that you talked
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Page 49 Page 51k
1 about is the way that I understood it 1 some girl over there, maybe a young German
2 Q. All right. So, your understanding 2 gl or something.
3 was that Brandi Ayers derived some sort of 3 ). What was James Finley's position?
4  sexual exciterment or satisfaction — 4 A.  He was like a circulation - maybe a
9 A, Uh-huh. 5 district manager or something,
& (). —out of spanking — 6 (). When did you hear about the lawsuit
7 A Young ladies. 7 maybe involving a German girl or something
8 (). — young ladies; is that right? 8 like that?
g A That's correct. 9 A, Uh-huh. Me just guessing off the
10 (). Okay. And you learned that from 10 hip, possibly in the "H0s. i
11 John Chiles; is that right? 11 Q. Andhow did you come to learn about |
1z A And Jo Wilson, Judy Owens' sister. 12 that or hear about that? '
13 Q. 1 thought Judy Owens' sister was Jo 13 A, Well, one thing Mr. Sanguinetti told
14 McDonald. 14 me -- when he asked me who I thought was the
i5 A, Well, she got remarried. She was Jo 15 best manager, and I told him Pat Taylor, and
16 McDonald, and then she remarried, and it was 16 he said we had 13 EEQOC charges against us
17 Jo Wilson. 17 during that time. [
18 Q. Anyone other than John Chilesand Jo | 18 Q). I'm just asking you how did you come §
12 Wilson give you any information about Brandi | 12 to learn that Mr. Finley may have been :
20 Ayers' sexual interests, pursuits, fetishes, 20 involved with the German girl there in the
Z1 and so forth? 1 1990s?
22 A Itwasjust — no. It was just 22 A.  General conversation of the Star
23 general knowledge of the Star. 23 from, you know, rumor mill. People talk about
Fage 30 Pags 32 §
1 (). Okay. Any other facts or 1  what goes on there.
2 circumstances that you claim are general 2 (). Okay. Was there ever a time or
3 knowledge at the Star involving Brady Ayers' 3 opccasion that you felt like 3 manager,
4 sexual interests, pursuits, or fetishes, 4 director, or officer of the Anniston Star was
5 interests and so forth other than what you've 5 interested in being engaged in a sexual
& told me? & relationship of some sort with you?
7 A. That's all I can think of at the 7 A People can tell by people’s actions
& moment. 8 how they are. I don't come across as
2 Q. Okay. Okay. Any other officers 2 somebody's that's willing to play.
10 other than Mr. Ayers and Mr. Fowler that you |10 ). So, does that mean your answer is
11 contend had some sexual involvement with 11 mo?
12 employees at the Star? 12 A, My answer is no.
13 A, That's all I can think of. i3 ). Okay.
14 Q). Al right. Now, let me ask you 14 A, Dress, body language, things like
15 about managers and directors at the Star. You | 15 that invite people to make those advances
1% already told me about Hershel Victory and June | 16 towards you.
17 Fulmer. Any other managers or director at the | 17 Q. So, would you agree then, that as
18 Star that you contend had sexual relationships 18 far as the rumors that you heard of sexual i
12 with employees of the Star during the time 1% relationships or occurrences between employees |
20 that you were there? 20 and managers, directors, and officers of the
21 A [ had heard that James Finley was in 21 Star, that those have all been under
22 the circulation department, and he — that 22 circumstances where they were willing and, I

guess, [.'I&l"f[ﬂ]]ants'"
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Page 53

THE WITNESS: [ don't kmow.

MS. MCGOWAN: Object to the form.

THE WITNESS: [ don't know.

Q. (By Mr. Ayers) Okay. Well, as far

as the four circumstances that you told me
about with Ms. Owens, Ms. Murphy, Ms. Siegel,
and Ms. Whaley, I mean, did you ever hear
anything to the effect that whatever happened
between them and Brandi Ayers was forced upon
them or was unwanted or that they didn't
voluntarily participate in those activities?

MS. MCGOWAN: Object to the form.

THE WITHESS: 1 don't know. I just
know that it was common knowledge at the Star
that things Hke this was acoepted. This —
the Anmiston Star accepted things like this.
That's the reason the Tricia and Ed Fowler
thing wasa't a big shock to them and they
allowed it to keep going on becausce this was
the norm. This is the history of the Anniston
Star.

). (By Mr. Ayers) You're saying the

Anniston Star accepted things like what?

Page 55

all the time that I told vou aboot Friday.
She called her in, pulled her in the office,
and told ber if she had any kind of
relatonships with anybody at the Anmiston
Star, she would be fired on the spot.
Q. How did you come to learn about
that?
A Because she told me on numerous
occasions.
Q. Ms. Hurley told you that?
A Uh-huh, She's on our witness list.
MS. ROBERTSON: Say yes.
THE WITNESS: Yes
Q. (By Mr. Ayers) So, what instances of
sexual misconduct, or what are you describing
as sexual misconduct?
A [people had an affair at the Star,
if two employees had an affair at the Star,

15 they would be fired

Q. 1thought you just told me the
Anniston Star accepted that tvpe of conduci?
A Well, they did. But I'm telling you

what Tricia told Shelly. She singled her out.

Page 54 Page 56 §
1 A Sexual misconduct. 1 (). Those aren't — that's not my
2 Q. Now, if two adult people with the Z question. You're answering things that I'm
3 consent of both parties engage in some sexual | 3  notasking you.
4 activity, would you agree that that's not 4 I'm asking you about your statement
5  sexual misconduct? S  that vou said the Anniston Star accepted
] MS. MCGOWAN: Object to the form. S sexmal misconduct. I'm asking you —
7 THE WITNESS: I don'tknow. But 7 A TI'm talking about in reference to
g what [ did want to tell you was — & DBrandi Ayers and upper management Was
9 ). (By Mr. Ayers) Do you feel like — S accepting it.
10 well, let me ask you this: I mean, do you 10 Q. Okay. What do you deem to be sexual
11 feel like adults have the right and the 11 misconduct?

A Spanking yowng sl in the office,

12 freedom to engage in whatever private sexual |12

13 activities they care to engage in? 13 wanting to commit them to the insane asylum,
14 A.  Not on the job. 14 having affairs from 8:00 to 5:00 on the job,
15 MS. MCGOWAN: Object to the form. 15 kissing in the hall like Hershel and June did,
16 THE WITNESS: Tricia Fowler called 16 and then he gave her all my accounts. [ came

17 Shelly Hurley and told her that she would be
18 fired if she had any kind of sexual

back with zero accounts and started from
scratch. That's how | started going to

e
o =)

19 relationship with anybody at the Anniston 1% Gadsden, Talladega, Sylacauga, Pell City, and
20 Star. 20 Talladega

21 Q. (By Mr. Ayers) Who would be fired? |21 Q). Listen to me. Answer the questions
22 A Shelly Hurley would be fired She 22 that1ask you, and I guarantee you we'll get

al

was 2 beautifol young girl that Tricia rode

L

done 2 lot quicker. e -
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Page 57 Pag=s 3%
1 MS. ROBERTSON: She did. L that's all consensual sexual activity between
2 Q. (By Mr. Ayers) So, the sexual 2 adults; right?
3  misconduct as far as what you include in 3 MS. ROBERTSON: Well, the legal
4 there, you include consensual sexual 4 standsrd for sexual harassment is not
5 relationships between adults; is that right? 5 consensual, so we object
6 MS. MCGOWAN: I'm sorry, between | 6 THE WITNESS: No. How many times do
7 who? 7 1 gottotell youno.
8 MR. AYERS: Adults. B Q. (By Mr. Ayers) It wasn't consensual?
5 MS. MCGOWAN: Objecttothe form. | 9 A [t's not appropriate for the job.
10 THE WITNESS: From 8:00t0 5:00on | 10 That's not what [ want to see when [ come to
11 Anniston star's time clock. 11 work everyday. That's insulting me. You're
12 Q. (By Mr. Ayers) Is that what makes it | 12 coming in on my invasion of privacy. [ want
13 misconduct in your mind? 13 o come o work, and [ want to work for the
14 A Well, if it's after hours, it's 14 Anniston Star, and I want to make them all the
15 their business. Ifthey're on the Star, 15 money that [ can make them, and 1 don't wani
16 theyre on the Anniston Star’s clock, and 1€ iobe sidetracked on those kinds of goings on
17 they're on their rules. 17 I have one other thing [ got to set
18 Q. And then it would be the Star’s 18 the record straight on
19 business you feel like? 1% Q. What's that?
20 A, Yeah. 20 A The computer training that we talked
21 Q. Okay. 21 about. You got me half cocked Friday. [had
22 A Well, let me change this just a 22 three computer lessons where everybody
23 littlebit James Finley worked nights, vou 23 attended, that inclnded accounting, dispatch,
Page 58 Page &0
1 Iknow, to get the paper out. And I worked 3:00 1 advertsing where we actually unfolded a
2  to 5:00, but other people worked different 2 rollout on the screen and put things up on the
3  hours. Whatever their time is that they were 3 screen and looked at it
4 working. 4 The sales staff was trained for an
5 Q. So, the type of sexual activity, 5 catire year before we got that new computer
& then, that vou claim the Anniston Star & system It's called the PBS system. And [
7 accepted would be consensual sexual activity 7 was ot allowed to go to the meetings from
2  between adults that's carried on in the B November the 3rd, 2003, until Jenuary the i,
3 1 g 2005, for that many months. That's what a
10 MS. MCGOWAN: Object to the form. 10 jump they had on me on being shle to do their
11 Q. (By Mr. Ayers) Is that what youdeem {11 job better and sharper.
12 1o be sexual misconduct? 12 They had training every — sometimes
13 A. No. 13 they met two and three times a week. They had
14 MS. MCGOWAN: Same objection. 14 an every Monday moming mecting, but sometimes
15 THE WITNESS: There's others. 15 they had one Friday as well
18 Q. (By Mr. Ayers) Well, what do vou 16 And they were trained on what 1o
17 deem to be sexual misconduct that occurred ai | 17 expect when that new computer system got —
18 the Star that was accepted by the Star? 12 was mioplay. Our whole way — just like I
19 A Camrying on like two dogs in heat, 19 told you how we started off, everything that
20 sitting in the patio rubbing their leg. 20 we did at the Anniston Star changed with that
21 Q). Iunderstand. But that's— 21 mnew computer system, and I was completely
22 A Kissing in the parking lot. 22 denied to be able to come 1o the meetings and
23 Q. We talked about that last time. But 23 receive that traming.

15
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